LOST AND FOUND INFORMATION
 

NASSL runs a lost and found register for animals.  It is everyone's nightmare to have a much loved pet go missing.  Should you lose your pet then please contact us immediately and we will check our register to see if your pet has been seen or found.  In the meantime please read the following information on missing pets.
 

 

MISSING DOG - WHAT TO DO ...
 

Make a thorough search of the immediate area.
 

Contact your local environmental health department and report the dog missing.  Contact local vets:  Your dog may have been involved in a road traffic accident and taken in for treatment.  Numbers can usually be found in Yellow Pages.
 

Dogs that are picked up by the local authority dog warden are usually scanned first to check for a microchip identifying the owner therefore can be returned very quickly.  If no chip is found they are then taken to a central holding centre, your local environmental health department will provide you with that number.
 

Tell the postman, milk man etc. that the dog is missing.  These people are out and about and see things:  they may have seen the dog wandering around.
 

Ring local charities in your area.  They may have had a report from a member of the public about a stray dog.  These numbers can usually be found in Yellow Pages.
 

Contact NASSL who will, on request provide you with 'LOST & FOUND ' posters, or you can download them or make your own.  These posters are proven to be very effective in finding a lost pet. Put them through letter boxes, in shops, vets etc.; if your dog is m/chipped report him lost or stolen to whatever data base his details are stored with.   When your dog was m/chipped you would have received a registration document with a contact telephone number.
 

Place an advertisement in the 'LOST & FOUND' column of your local paper and any free papers that come through your door.  This service is usually free and will usually run for 2/3 days.
 

Contact your local dog pound on a regular basis to check if your dog has been taken in - you could even make regular visits to be absolutely sure he is not there.  Your local authority will give you the correct number to call.
 

If your dog is still missing after 24hrs widen your search - after a couple of days repeat what you have already done.  The more effort you put into the search the more likely you are to get your dog back.  If your dog is m/chipped you are more likely to get him back a lot quicker than if he is not.
 

If your dog goes missing over a weekend or bank holiday you must contact the out of hours contact centre, your local police office should have that number, if not contact NASSL.
 

 

MISSING CAT - WHAT TO DO...
 

It is not unusual for cats to go missing for a full day.  Very often if you have not seen your cat for a good few hours you may start to panic: however he may well be snoozing in a sunny part of the garden, well aware of your frantic calls.  However, if this is out of character or it has been an unusually long time since the last sighting, you must take appropriate steps to find him.
 

Search the immediate area.  Make a thorough search of the house, all the time calling his name and listening for a noise.  Cats are very good at hiding in the most inconspicuous places, i.e., drawers, under beds etc.
 

Search the garden, look under bushes, in garden sheds, greenhouses, outbuildings, garages etc.  Tap a food tin or shake the munchies box, sometimes a familiar sound can make them appear!  Especially if it is near feed time.  If the cat has not appeared then widen your search.
 

Ask neighbours if they have seen the cat and too keep a look out.
 

Wait until evening time and walk round the immediate area.  All the time calling the cat's name and tapping the tin.  A familiar sound can sometimes entice a frightened cat to make an appearance.
 

Telephone local vets, your cat may have been involved in a road traffic accident and taken in for treatment.  Contact your local environmental health department: ask if they have picked up a cat of your description.  Sometimes if a motorist or passer-by sees a cat that has been struck by a vehicle and is laid on or beside the road they may call the local environmental department who will come out and remove the animal.
 

Contact local animal charities in your area, numbers can usually be found in local directories.  If he has been taken to the vets or an animal sanctuary he will automatically be scanned and if he is m/chipped he will be returned to you.
 

Contact your local newspaper and put the cat in the 'LOST & FOUND' column and any free papers that come through you door.  This service is usually free and will run for 2/3 days.  Check the lost and found column every day.
 

Posters are very effective in getting animals back.  You can make your own, or download them or contact NASSL direct.  Put them through letter boxes, in local shops, vets etc.  If your cat is m/chipped report him lost or stolen to whatever data base his details are stored with.   When he was m/chipped you would have received a registration document with a telephone number on it.
 

If the cat has still not returned after 3/4 days repeat all you have done and keep on until you get your cat back or are satisfied you have done all you can.
 

A queen cat can be neutered from 5 months old and the same for a tom.
